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Should we
write another

issue?
YES!

argues SAM KAY

The reason we spend months writing this
magazine is because the fans love it. It’s cool,
it’s hip, it’s Cosmo. Don’t believe me? Here’s
a proof by induction.

It’s trivial that the first ever issue of Chalkdust
was fun to read. If not for its great initial suc-
cess, I wouldn’t be here writing!

Our ever-expanding mailbox and letters
pages tells us it is safe to assume that 𝑛 is-
sues of Chalkdust are fun to read.

Now, take a group of 𝑛 + 𝟣 issues of Chalkdust
and consider only the first 𝑛 issues. From the
above assumption, these 𝑛 issues are fun to
read. Likewise, consider the last 𝑛 issues of
Chalkdust. These issues also have to be fun
to read by the same assumption!

Since both the first 𝑛 issues and the last 𝑛 is-
sues overlap by at least one issue, this over-
lapping issuewill be as fun to readas the rest,
and thus all 𝑛 + 𝟣 issues of Chalkdust are fun
to read.

If 𝑛 issues of Chalkdust are fun to read, then
we have proven that 𝑛 + 𝟣 issues of Chalkdust
are also fun to read. And we already noted
that the first issuewas indeed fun to read. By
induction, any issue of Chalkdust we release
will be fun to read. So we probably should
release another.

NO!
argues THE REST OF THE TEAM

OK, we think the articles are good. . . but just
take a look at the rest of the magazine. QED.
Or should that be □?

What you want more evidence? Fine.

Are you a fan of bad jokes about maths, bad
puns, Hot or Not, mathematical agony aunts?
We are, but are most people? Sure, every-
one loves the puzzles and the cryptic, but
you can get all of these in a newspaper or
new scientist, and they publish much more
frequently than twice a year.

How are we supposed to stay relevant with
such an infrequent publication schedule? In
issue 17 we asked the mathematics commu-
nity to slow down the pace of new develop-
ments so that it was easier to cover them in
the magazine. Guess what, this did not hap-
pen! In fact we had to start a news page to
cover all the new discoveries.

Can we really be expected to keep publish-
ing a magazine under these conditions.

Look let’s make a deal, we will keep going
but only if next time we make a request you
all listen.
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